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the business administration and the human resource management

Nakamura, Naofumi
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This research explored the notion of "Railways within the Japanese Imperial
Sphere of Influence": the railway systems in Japan and its colonies and spheres of influence.
Specifically, the study investigated the development of the Japanese Government Railways, Taiwan
Railways, Korean Railways, and South Manchuria Railway from three perspectives: human resources,
railway operations, and international relations. The research examined the exchange of human
resources and technology among these four railways in the Japanese Empire and compared their
respective operations as railway systems. It revealed that the development process of these railways
first involved the transfer of railway technology and operating knowledge from the West to Japan
and a gradual shift to independent operation. This was followed by a re-transfer of the railway
system from mainland Japan to its colonies and spheres of influence. Notably, this process did not
follow clearly defined stages but was a layered one.
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