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The purpose of this study is to elucidate the actual conditions and
determinants behind the reconstruction gap after Tohoku earthquake. We approached this issue through
a comparative qualitative and quantitative case study analysis of Minamisanriku Town, Onagawa Town,
and Yamamoto Town in Miyagi Prefecture, which have experienced significant population decline since
the earthquake.
First of all, we presented the current status of changes in community and reconstruction after the
earthquake in the three regions comparatively by means of quantitative data. Based on this, we
analyzed the actual conditions and determinants of such regional differences through qualitative
research and clarified the negative impacts of development projects promoted by local governments in
the wake of reconstruction on (1) local governance of the reconstruction process, (2) profit
distribution of public investment, and (3) disaster risk reduction and local resource management
after the disaster.
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