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Sociological research on the regional diversity of family demographic structure
in the Tokugawa period: a re-examination of the three-region typology

Hirai, Shoko

13,600,000

This research aimed to reconstruct the regional typology, formed over a
quarter of a century, of early-modern Japanese family demographic structure (based on the
North-eastern, Central, and Southwestern Japan three-region typology), by incorporating research on
previously unexamined regions. We demonstrated that: (1) through a multi-faceted historical
demographic analysis, the unexamined region of Sanin Region (lwami no Kuni, Shimane prefecture)
predominately fits the Central Japan type, however; (2) there still remains the possibility that
seaside villages fit the South-western Japan type, and also; (3) while Sanin Region fits the Central

Japan type, 1ts marked population increase distinguishes it from existing types and points to
population growth regions’ and ‘ population stable regions’ as subtypes within the Central Japan
type.
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Ochiai Emiko and Hirai Shoko eds., 2023, Japanizing Japanese Families: Regional Diversity
and the Emergence of a National Family Model through the Eyes of Historical Demography,
Brill.
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Long-Term Changes of Subnational Population in Japan and Their Factors
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