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Comprehensive Understanding of the English Scholastic Ability of Junior High
School Students in Japan
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The English ability of Japanese junior high school students, especially in

production, is quite low, and there is a great difference among students. Although there is a
correlation among skills and abilities, there is almost no transfer between them. Questions that are
similar to the contexts used at school have high scores, and there is a problem with generality.
The correlation between subjects is high at over 0.6, but the details have to be studied more.
The causal relationship between the English teaching and the students® actual answers is less than
0.1. This result indicates that the effect of instruction is extremely small. School surveys have
revealed that high-achieving schools have improved learning, discipline, motivation to learn,
problem-solving activities, and English teaching content. When the percentage of students receiving
aid exceeds 30%, English ability is affected. In addition, there is no relationship between school
size, location and English ability.
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