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Voluntary action and spatial perception

Sato, Atsushi
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The present studies investigated which factors influence distance
perception. The results showed that, particularly in interpersonal distance perception, people feel
closer to others not only when the probability of others responding to their own actions is high,
but also when they are approached by others without any action on their part. When the probability
of achieving an effect through one"s own action is identical, the contingency between one"s own
voluntary action and the effect is lower when the effect can be achieved without one®"s own action.
Similar results were obtained for positive goals, but not for negative ones. These results suggest
that the ease of obtaining rewards, rather than the contingency between action and effect itself,

may modulate distance perception.
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