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Does SVLF in diatoms act as a maintenance system for diatom populations?
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This study _investigates the genome structure and function of a factor that
supresses the infectivity of DNA viruses infecting diatoms (satellite virus-like factor = SVLF). The
genome of SVLF infecting the diatom Chaetoceros tenuissimus was analysed and it was found that the
capsid protein was highly conserved in the SVLF genome, that the non-genetic region was variable and

that it may be involved via a common sequence with the virus (HV). They also found that SVLF
suppresses HV replication and virus-induced diatom death, strongly suggesting that SVLF may be a
novel satellite virus.
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