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Analysis of a new factor involved in immune tolerance
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In this research project, we have focused on Zfp36l1 (zinc finger protein
36, C3H type-like 1) and Zfp3612, RNA-binding proteins whose expression is specifically reduced in
the mature thymic epithelial cells. We have employed genetically modified mice to examine their
physiological significance and elucidate the mechanisms involved. Autoimmune-like changes were
observed in multiple tissues in these mice, underscoring the necessity of these genes" reduced
expression for the formation of immune tolerance. This has led to a clearer understanding of their
critical role in the maintenance of immune homeostasis.
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mTECs, peripheral tissue-specific antigens, and beyond
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