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Establishment of a nurse-led smear-taker system to improve cervical cancer
screening uptake in Japan

Kudo, Rika
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The smear taker training programme was established and implemented as a
two-stage programme: the Basic programme and the StepUp programme.The Basic programme was attended
by 48 participants over a three-year period. The StepUp programme started with two participants and
was completed by one. 30 general women®s cell samples were collected, all of which were suitable
specimens. The explanation given during the examination also received a good evaluation.

Three international symposia were held via webinars to disseminate the results of the study and
the latest findings on cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccines. A website was also created and
brochures and other materials used in the programme were made available to the public.
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Strategies to improve Japanese cervical screening coverage: Results of the first systematic cervical screening training
program for nurses in Japan
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