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In this research project, we conducted theoretical and empirical study of
the characteristics and dynamics about Japanese groundwater governance through three aspects:
groundwater resource, groundwater cycle, and social value of groundwater. As a result, we found
three main results. Firstly, municipalities play a central role among multi-actors, and their roles
are diversifying. Secondary, groundwater governance is expanding to multi-levels beyond the scope of

municipalities through basin water cycle planning. Finally, through the change of target of
groundwater policy from social loss to the creation of social value, groundwater governance has a
potential for future development in the field of policy integration.
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