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Through an_inter-regional comparison in rural villages in three southern
Tanzanian districts, where the rapid extension of the National Grid and various attempts to
introduce renewable energy have coexisted in recent years, this study empirically clarifies how
farmers choose their power sources and how electricity has been spread in rural areas. Small-scale
hydro-power generation has advantages such as water source conservation, environmental protection,
and governance led by villagers, and it can help disperse the risk of dependence on electricity from
a centralized National Grid. As the National Grid rapidly extends to rural areas, it will be
important to continue to monitor the realities of electrification, by looking at whether small-scale

_hydro-power generation will be replaced by the National Grid or co-exist, and its multifaceted
impacts on rural communities.
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