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Religious organisations as a reciprocal function in multi-ethnic,
multi-religious Malaysia: the potential for mediating between migrant
communities and Malaysian citizens.
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Bangsa in Malaysia is an economic and political framework that has been
developed and maintained during and after independence, based on the framework of mutual assistance
among the population formed during the colonial period and linked to party politics. Malaysian
nationals can enjoy public resource allocation by belonging to one of three bangsa: the Malays, the
Chinese or the Indians.

In light of this understanding, this study revealed the following. When foreigners establish
relationships with Malaysian nationals to secure economic and social positioning in Malaysia, they
usually establish relationships with one of the three bangsa. Even if they come from the same
country of origin, they often come from diverse linguistic and religious backgrounds. These
differences deters with which bangsa they build relationships. This further leads to differences in
hgw theydcame to Malaysia, their eligibility to stay in Malaysia, how they live in Malaysia and
afterwards.
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