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Re-evaluating African history through the study of ornament culture

Ikeya, Kazunobu
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The purpose of this study was to construct a new history of Africa from the
perspective of local communities by looking at the cultural regionality of Africa through beads and
at the same time understanding its historical transition in modern and contemporary times. The
research is based on archival research, field observations, and interviews. African beads had
different materials and social roles depending on the period and region. In addition, a new culture
was created through the positioning of glass beads in each of the diverse societies.
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