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Development of Odor Ildentification Test for Japanese in 21st Century
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Anosmia (loss of smell) has been reported as a lingering symptom of
COVID-19, increasing awareness of our sense of smell. Among the aspects of olfactory ability is the
skill of identifying odors. While tests to evaluate this skill in Japanese people have been
established, the types of odor stimuli used in these tests have not been updated for over 20 years.
Consequently, they may not be fully adequate for assessing the olfactory abilities of modern
Japanese individuals. To address this, a study gathered and classified a large dataset from product
reviews, capturing more naturally occurring odor experiences among Japanese people. By comparing
these with frequently used odor expressions derived from deep data collected through diary methods,
the study ensured that the odor expressions extracted from the big data were not biased. This
analysis allowed for the selection of appropriate odor stimuli relevant to the modern context.
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