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The purpose of this study was to reconstruct the concept of "institution,"”
which includes both informal conventions and formal legal norms, from the perspective of "social
ontology," a branch of modern metaphysics. The main result of this research was to point out the
difficulties associated with the recent efforts of F. Guara (a rational choice theorist) and others
to create a unified theory of institutions by subordinating the "rule view" to the "equilibrium
view" of institutions, and to propose a framework for positioning the "equilibrium view" within the

"rule view," which was presented in August 2022 at the International Conference on Social Ontology
held at the University of Vienna. We were also able to publish papers on the actions of
institutional bodies (organizations) and their responsibilities.
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