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In this research project, eight conference presentations were made during
the three-year research period and eight papers (including two in English) were published. In
addition, two papers have been accepted or are in print.

By examining the verb forms attested in the major manuscripts, | have clarified the transition from
the Middle Indic forms (which tends to take the active voice and thematic stem) of the Kashgar and
Gilgit manuscripts to the Classical Sanskrit forms (which presents the middle voice and athematic
stem) of the Nepalese manuscripts. And it has been shown that the original Lotus Sutra has a strong
Middle Indic character. By tracing the transition of verb forms from Middle Indic to Classical
forms, or the "proofreading” to Classical forms, the papers show the potential of this method for
clarifying manuscript lineages.
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