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Conceptions of Multicultural Toleration from Puritan Perspectives
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By surveying major theories of toleration up to the present, | explored the
possibility of constructing a theoretical typology of toleration that is applicable across time and
cultures. Although there are limitations to the typology, | concluded that it is possible to extract

four types: 1) the "philosophers’ corridor” type, 2) the "foundational analysis™ type, 3) the "
reexamination of liberalism” type, and 4) the "historical exemplification” type. In addition, I
revisited the Cold War structure in the 20th century and traced its origin to the West"s involvement
in Iran. This perspective allows me to view the development from the Islamic Revolution of 1979 to
9/11 as a process of intensifying global religious conflicts. The study revealed that in Islamic
societies the concept of toleration is understood and practiced within a medieval framework.
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