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Research on medieval and early modern regional Buddhism in eastern Japan from a
new perspective
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The following two points were clarified regarding the development of
religious sculpture in northern Tohoku. First, 1 conducted a large-scale survey of examples of folk
statues created by amateur craftsmen to understand their aspects and characteristics. In particular,

we specifically grasped the appeal of the unique and sculptural expressions of statues created by
craftsmen and carpenters involved in woodworking. Another point is that it reveals the importance of
folk Buddhism in northern Tohoku, which is showing an unusual development in the early modern
period, when religious statues were homogenized across the country and avoided individual
expression. It has been concretely revealed that in the early modern period, when the essence of
local Buddhism, which openly expresses prayer in its forms, was on the verge of being lost, in
northern Tohoku, Buddhist statues and divine statues that inherited this character were continued to

be created in village life.
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