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This study examines the trials and changes experienced by the Issei and
their children, the Nisei, in the wake of the outbreak of war between the U.S. and Japan, and how
films have portrayed these experiences through Japanese films made in the 1950s and 1960s that were
set in Hawaii. Specifically, the most striking difference between the two major films, “ A Night in
Hawaii” (1953) and “ Mother Country” (1962), is that the conflict between the Issei immigrants and

their Nisei children in the wake of the war is only hinted at in “ A Night in Hawaii,” whereas it

is clearly depicted in “ Mother Country” , The conflict was a major factor in the progression of the
story.
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The Representation of Japanese American History in Mother Country(1962)
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Images of Hawaii in Japanese Cinema on "What Did the Lady Forget?" and "Nights in Hawaii"
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