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This studK, whose modified English title is “ Mark Twain®s Critical
Perception in His Last Years: Looking Beyond the Weapon of Laughter,” is part of a study of Mark
Twain®s later years and attempts to explore how Twain continued to use humor even after he had used
the rhetoric of humor as a weapon of laughter. For the text, 1 chose the uncut new edition of*
Autobiography of Mark Twain” 3 vols. published 100 years after his death, and approached Twain at
the age of 70, who was revisiting ‘ Whittier®s 70th Birthday Celebration Speech Incident.” In the
text I found the author”s critical perception and humorous rhetoric alive and well, as he reflected
on his life as a writer, saying, “ Humorists of the ‘ mere’ sort cannot survive.”
It was necessary for me to look not only at American humor, but also at the popular culture of the

Middle Ages and the Renaissance, the history of clowning, and satire in the works of Rabelais,
Bakhtin, and others.
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