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This research aims to assess the appropriateness of the "separate spheres"
ideology in nineteenth-century American women®s writing and examine their texts from a new
perspective of "aunthood.”™ It explores how a new generation of women in the mid-nineteenth century
North could act as citizens and build an independent self-image without "full citizenship.” In this
process, the research identifies the actions and influence of the "aunt" on the niece (or a similar
figure) and investigates the interpretive possibilities of the aunt-niece dynamics. The research
suggests that a female personhood of "aunt," while independent from male figures in the household
(husband, brothers, sons) yet not entirely detached from family and kinship ties, might have played
a role in transmitting both traditional republican ideals and new values of women’ s citizenship to

the "niece" generation.
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