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The aim of this study is to describe the development of 20th century
literary theory as a total history of thought, focusing on the idea of “ literariness.” This study
traces the trajectory of the rise and fall of this idea. In modernized countries in the early 20th
century, literary study was established as an academic and educational disciple of universities. It
became necessary there to define literature as distinguished from other disciplines, such as
sociology, psychology, or history. It is “ literariness” that is introduced to distinguish
literature form other kinds of discourses. But how did literary studies in the 20th century define
the “ literariness” ? This study analyzes this idea, trying to define what modern literary theories
from aestheticism to deconstruction achieved, and what they failed to achieve.
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