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In this research project, the imagery of "food" in the works of American
short story writer Raymond Carver, who was prominent mainly in the 1970s and 80s, was
comprehensively analyzed. This study reveals his critique of the contemporary "deterioration of
food" represented by junk food and fake food, and the idealized imagery of nature and the organic
relationship between humans and nature. Particularly through the examination of "A Small, Good
Thing," it becomes clear that Carver highlights the pastoral lifestyle (culinary culture and
parenting) idealized paradoxically by the imagery of contemporary industrial food.
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