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While advocating freedom and equality in democracy, the United States in the
mid-19th century, shortly after its founding, was faced with the need to fix "order" and "
institutions” and establish a structure of domination. Domestically, the minstrel show served to
define the differences between blacks and whites at the cultural level. On the other hand, the U.S.
Navy conducted minstrel shows in Asia, the South Pacific, and Africa, which can be inferred that
they served as a device to differentiate at the cultural level. This study focuses on the
relationship between Nathaniel Hawthorne and Matthew C. Perry, as well as the minstrel shows Perry
performed for the Japanese, and attempts to clarify the cultural characteristics of mid-19th century
America from the perspective of the overseas export of minstrel shows.
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