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I nearly completed a monograph Black Hopes/Black Woes (Routledge, upcoming) and co-edited a
collection of essays The African American Novel in the Early 21st Century (Brill, upcoming) for
which 1 co-wrote the introduction and contributed an essay on Colson Whitehead’ s The Underground
Railroad.

Over the research period, 1 nearly completed a monograph about
Afro-pessimism, which I titled _Black Hopes/Black Woes: Early African American Optimism and
Twenty-first Century Afro-pessimism_ (Routledge, upcoming). | am scheduled to submit the entire
manuscript (including preface, introduction, chapters 1-3, coda, bibliography, and index) to my
publisher in October 2024. 1 also co-edited a collection of essays about contemporary African
American literature, _The African American Novel in the Early Twenty-First Century_ (Brill,
upcoming). In addition to a co-written twenty-page-long introduction about the topic, | contributed
a lengthy essay, “ Agency and Property in Colson Whitehead’ s The Underground Railroad” to the
collection, which comprises fourteen essays. As a whole, the collection covers all aspects of
contemporary African American fiction.
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1. WIEBHMA Y WD & [Background at the beginning of the research]

My research project stands at the intersection of African American literature, history, and
political science. It is interdisciplinary and requires extensive theoretical background
reading. Hence, I devoted my first year to building as complete a bibliography as possible. I
read theory as diverse as W.E.B. Du Bois’s _The Souls of Black Folk_ (1903) and _Black
Reconstruction_ (1935); Frantz Fanon’s _Black Skin, White Masks_ (1952) and _The
Wretched of the earth_ (1961), Erving Goffman’s Stigma(1963), Saidiya Hartman’s _Scenes
of Subjection_ (1997) and _Wayward Lives_ (2019), Peter Hallward’s _Absolutely
Postcolonial_ (2001), and Sean Wilentz's _No Property in Man_ (2018). My objective was to
lay the foundations for a monograph that explores the vexed relationship between the African
American community and the rest of the nation, its founding values, political institutions,

and society.

2. WF3Eo HEY [Purpose of Research]

My purpose was to show how the African American community, despite significant
improvements over the course of the twentieth century, went from unwavering optimism,
even in the face of utter discrimination in the post-Reconstruction era, to a widespread mood
of pessimism in the twenty-first century when, by all measures and despite lingering racial
prejudices, it never had it so good. Hence, my research aims to identify the undercurrents of
a phenomenon never accounted for: the passage from hope to despair within the African
American community from the end of the nineteenth century to the aughts. Over the past
two decades, a school of thought known as Afro-pessimism has characterized this mood. Afro-

pessimism is at the heart of my research project.

3. BFgEo 1% [Research Method]



Due to time constraints, I focused as much as possible on writing my monograph. I first
gathered enough knowledge and notes to write my first chapter about how postbellum
African American intellectuals saw their community as a repository of freedom and
democracy, whereas, in the twenty-first century, their counterparts see their community as
despoiled of the liberty and democracy supposedly guaranteed to all American citizens. Afro-
pessimism has theorized this recent sorrowful approach to existence, and the second chapter,
which focuses on Franck B. Wilderson III's memoir _Afropessimism_ (2020), is a critical
exploration of this new attitude and the driving forces underlying it. The third chapter
pushes the analysis of Afro-pessimism by contrasting the views of its prominent exponents,
starting with David Marriott, with those of Frantz Fanon, the pioneer of decolonial and post-
colonial studies of whom they claim to be worthy followers. My conclusion shows how Afro-
pessimist ideology percolates mainstream culture while also expanding towards issues of

humanism and universalism.

4. e [Research Result]

Most of my research over the past four years has focused on my monograph, _Black
Hopes/Black Woes: Early African American Optimism and Twenty-first Century Afro-
pessimism_ (Routledge). I am scheduled to submit it to my publisher in October 2024 and
hope to have it out in early 2025. I have also co-edited a collection of essays titled _The African
American Novel in the Early Twenty-First Century_ (Brill), which will come out before the
end of the year. In addition to editing the collection and co-authoring the introduction, I
contributed an essay, “Agency and Property in Colson Whitehead’s _The Underground
Railroad_,” to that collection. Since 2020, I have published one peer-reviewed article and one
co-authored chapter in _Global Ralph Ellison: Aesthetics and Politics Beyond US Borders_
(2021). Finally, I gave occasional talks in the US and the UK to share all this accumulated

knowledge.
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