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This is an attempt of reevaluation of the genre called "biographical
romance®, which we can find among the Arthurian tales written in Old French verse from the latter
half of the 12th century (after Chretien de Troyes) to the latter half of the 13th century.
Arthurian tales belonging to this genre begin with the birth of the protagonist (or his appearance
in King Arthur®s court), tell his adventures one after the next to accentuate his bravery, and
depict his marriage at the very end. There are about ten "biographical romances™ in Old French, but
this research focuses on the analyses of two romances which have remained unappreciated to date in
Japan, that is Floriant et Florete and Claris et Laris, in order to clarify their originality by
comparing them with previous Arthurian romances.
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