©
2020 2023

The Internationalization of Surrealism: how exoticism was removed from Japanese
Surrealism

Nagai, Atsuko

2,400,000

1920 40

40

i One aim of the following research was to analyze the poetry and poetics of
Japanese poets influenced by Surrealism from the late 1920s to the early 1940s, and place them in

the history of modern Japanese poetry. To do this the author examined the characteristics of the
reception of Surrealism by Japanese artists and poets, especially their emphasis on theory; the
plurality of their reference sources; the non-centralized form of their output; and the independent
and fluid attitudes that encouraged Japanese artists and poets to break away from the stereotypical
image of Japan in western arts.

The second aim of this research was to introduce some examples of Japanese surrealist art and

literary works from this period, and present french analysis of these works through magazine SEecial
issues, the publication of poetry translation anthologies, and lectures; thus demonstrating the
diversity and modernity of this body of work.
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