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This study examines the activities and expressions of Shigetsu Sasaki and
other Japanese who had travelled to the US, and explores the fusion and gap between poetics and
religious consciousness in Japan and the US. Japanese poets and artists who came to the USA at the
beginning of the 20th century were engaged in literary activities and artistic expression closely
related to Eastern religions (Buddhism, Zen, and spiritual philosophies such as yoga) and mystical
orientations as seen by their Western contemporaries. This trend also conflicted with the social
reformist and socialist ideals sought by the Japanese contemporaries, and influenced the modernist
theoretical aspects of the Japanese poets.

Research in Japan and abroad did not proceed as planned due to travel restrictions imposed by the
coronavirus.However, the research of Shigetsu Sasaki, Hideo Kimura and Makibi Enomiya-Lassalle was
able to make significant progress.
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