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A diachronic study of the tone systems of west Ugandan Bantu languages via field
survey
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In the area stretching from northwestern Tanzania to western Uganda, Bantu
languages that are closely related are spoken, namely Haya, Kiga, Nkore, Tooro, and Nyoro from south
to north. Roughly speaking, their tone systems become simpler as we proceed from south to north.
These languages except Kiga have only one H-toned syllable in a word underlyingly. The noun is
composed of a nominal prefix followed by a stem, and the number of tonal patterns is N+1 for Haya
and Nkore, 2 for Nyoro, and 1 for Tooro, where N is the number of the syllables of the stem. Kiga
has words with two H-toned syllables in a word underlyingly. A detailed examination reveals this
pattern as a phonetic appearance of one H-toned pattern, and Kiga can be viewed as having the same

tone system as Haya and Nkore.
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