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-silgeyo

This study examines changes in the use of honorifics in the Korean language
as reflecting a shift in honorific principles. Specifically, it investigates the phenomenon of the
respectful suffix -si- evolving into a second-person honorific and the transformation of intent
expressions into directive expressions toward higher-ranking individuals. Through a survey of
listeners’ assessments of the acceptability of these changes, various pragmatic factors were
identified. The study results suggest that the adoption of the novel honorific form, referred to as
the inanimate honorific -si-, may be influenced by “ hearer consciousness” in face-to-face
speaker-listener interactions. Additionally, use of the new second-person directive expression
-silgeyo appears to serve as a compensatory strategy to mitigate face-threatening acts_in
service-oriented contexts by presenting actions as 1f performed with the addressee’ s intention in a

polite manner.
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