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In northern area of TOHOKU region, most of dialects in this area, they have
unique word accent system that is cotroled by “ Ascending word accent kernels” . We had learned
that there is two types of basic tone of word accent. One of these is “ Plane tone” , and the other
is “ Double undulation tone” (Note ). In Inland area of Iwate prefecture, Akita prefecture and
Tsugaru area of Aomori prefecture have plane tone systems. Pacific coastal area of northern TOHOKU
region have double undulation tone systems.

In this research, with my detailed survey at over seventy points, we can verify exact boundaries
between two divisions of Plane tone and Double undulation.

(Note)" Double undulation tone” : In some words, there are two high parts in single basic accent
phrases (in most of Japanese word accent systems, words have only one high part in a single basic
accent phrase). Phrase examples (capital letters mean high parts) SAkaNA~SAKAna-GA (fish), KUruMA~
KURUma-GA (motorcar).
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