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A study on the prosodic influence on the semantic interpretation
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This study investigates the interaction of the ﬁrosody and the semantic
interpretation in Mandarin Chinese. The prosody is realized in the pitch, the duration, and the
intensity of a speech, and is also a means of marking information structures such as focus and
topic. In this study, we investigated how information structure is marked in a tonal language that

uses pitch as a discriminative feature of words. In this study, | focus on the adverb ke, which is
known to express the contrastive topic. | found that the most universal embodiment of the stress is

the duration of speech and constructed a semantics for the adverb and propose a theory to link the
prosody and the semantics.



Selkirk 1996
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1 2 “bats”
F 1b “about” 2a F
la “about bats” 2b F
F 2c F
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2 Mary bought a book about BATS.
a. Mary bought a book about [[BATS]r]roc.
b. Mary bought a book [[about]r [[BATS]]F]Foc.
c. [[Mary]r [[bought]r [a [book]r [[about]r [[BATS]F]r Ir Ir]F JFoc.
Jackendoff 1972 “ Fred
ate the beans” A
B 3A
4A
3 A: Well, what about FRED? What did HE eat?
B: FRED ate the BEANSI . A
4 A: Well, what about BEANS? Who ate THEM?
B: FRED ate the BEANS!, t+ . B
3) “ Fred” (4) “ beans”
(3B) “ Fred”
(4B) “ Fred”
Biiring 2003
B contrastive topic
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(10) Diese Leute sind zwar arm, doch zufrieden.
these people are though poor accented-doch satisfied

1998:287-304)

(11) Hans ist sehr krank. — Aber er war doch gestern noch ganz munter.

PN is very sick

Karagjosova(2004) Zeevat (2004)
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- but he was deaccented-doch yesterday still quite lively

Egg and Zimmermann (2012)
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