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In this study, documents dating back to the medieval period that employ a
combination of kanji, mixed kanji, and katakana within a single text are examined. This style of
writing, commonly referred to as "mixed-script writing,” holds significant importance for research.
The foundation for this research is established through the creation and online publication of data
extracted from the "Shotokutaishiden Hobutsusyu," housed in the National Archives of Japan. The
author®s analysis confirms that the use of kanji during the medieval period exhibits characteristic
features, showing no qualitative difference between kanji-only and kanji-katakana mixed texts.
Additionally, it finds that katakana usage, in terms of character size, is consistent with that of
kanji-katakana mixed texts from the Insei (late Heian) and Kamakura periods, and is unaffected by
the mixing of writing styles.
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