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Directive sentences are not normally used alone, but more often than not

cooccur with other directive sentences. This research clarified the ways in which each of 15
different indirect directive constructions (=ID constructions) in English prefers to cooccur with
which directive constructions. The main findings include: (i) The most frequent partner construction
for many English ID Constructions is the imperative; (ii) The second-most frequent partner
construction is an identical or closely related construction; and (iii) ID constructions in
declarative form tend to cooccur with the imperative more frequently than those in interrogative
form. By offering a fresh approach to analyses of directive constructions and their discourse
structures, the present research will be of great value to scholars across a wide range of
disciplines who are interested in speech act studies.
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Can you answer the phone?
( “ Leave the room.” )

(Wierzbicka 2003: 30)
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(Leech 1983: 108)

Answer the phone

Would you mind answering the phone?

(Searle 1979: 36)
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1) Can you, 2) Why don’ t you, 3) I want you to, 4)Will you, 5) Would you,

6) Could you, 7) I need you to,

8) Can’ t you

9) If you would/could,

9)Why not, 11) Would you mind, 12) 1 wonder if you can/could/would,
12) I' d appreciate it if you could/would, 12) I would like you to, 15) Won' t you



@
15 13 I wonder if
you Would you mind (VPing)?

@
15 7 —1I need you
to, I want you to, I wonder if you, Will you, Why don’ t you, Could you, Can you—

Why don’ t you Can you Can you
Will you
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I need you to, I' d appreciate it if you, I' d like
you to, I want you to
If you 1177 d
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Why don’ t you
(Takahashi 2023)

Can you

Dabrowska 2016



I need 30 16 (53.3%) 13 =
you to 4 7 I need you to Can you Would you mind
1
I' d 13 6 46.1 5 I wonder if you
appreciate 2 I want you to I' d appreciate it if you Can you
it if you 1
I' d like |12 5 41.7% 3 3
you to Will you I want you to 1
I want you | 143 59 41.3% 7 38
to 13 20 5 1l want you to 13 Will you 3
Can you 2 I' d like you to Why don’ t you I would appreciate
it if you 1
Won' t 5 40% Will you
You
Why 13 4 30.8% 2 Why don’ t
Not you 2
| 13 4 30.8% 2 I wonder if you
wonder if | I' d appreciate it if you 2
you
Can’ t you |34 10 29.4% 3 8 let’ s
can’ t you will you 1
will 108 23 21.3% 7 11
you 3 8) Will you 3 I want you to Would you
2 I would like you to Won’ t you Can you, Can’ t you
1
Why 169 35 20.7% 5 26
don” tyou|7 18 1 ) Whydon tyou Whynot 2 I want
you to Would you 1
Could 54 11 20.4% 3 5 3
you 2 Could you 5 Would you 1 3
excuse me
If you d |17 17.6% 6 Would you mind 2
/771 1 17 8 if
you' 1l excuse me.
Can you 229 37 16.2% 6 26
14 + 12 ) Canyou 7 I want you to 2 I’ m wondering
if you, Will you
Would 92 7 7.2% 6 2
you Can you, Could you, 1 wonder if you could, Would you mind, Why
don’ t you 1
Would 13 1 0.7% Would you
you mind

Takahashi 2023

Dabrowska, E. (2016) “ Cognitive Linguistics’ seven deadly sins.” Cognitive
Linguistics 27(4), 479-491.

Leech, G. (1983) Principles of Pragmatics. London: Longman.

Searle, J. R. (1979) Expression and meaning: Studies in the theory of speech
act. Cambridge University Press.

Takahashi, H. (2012) A cognitive linguistic analysis of the English imperative:
Wwith special reference to Japanese imperatives. John Benjamins.

Takahashi, H. (2023)“ Another glance at English directives: How different directive



constructions prefer to cooccur in discourse.” Paper presented at the 18th
International Pragmatics Conference, 9-14, July, Brussels, Belgium.

Wierzbicka, A. (2003) Cross cultural pragmatics: The semantics of human interaction.
De Gruyter Mouton.



vol .6

2021

110-126

DOl

Will you

2021

125-157

DOl

17

2023

DOl

— COHA

2022

101-115

DOl




2020

Hidemitsu Takahashi

Another glance at English directives: How different directive constructions prefer to cooccur in discourse (accepted)

The 18th International Pragmatics Conference

2023




