©
2020 2022

The historical development of comment clauses including the third-person pronoun
it from the perspectives of grammaticalization and subjectification
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The focus of the present research has been to explore the historical
development of comment clauses including the third-person pronoun it from the perspectives of
grammaticalization and subjectification. In the Middle English period, there were many examples in
which the personal pronoun occurred with a complementizer that. In the Early Modern English period,
however, the conjunction was dropped in some examples. Then, the expressions without the conjunction

began to be used not only at the beginning of a sentence, but also in the middle or at the end of a
sentence. Later, some examples show the omission of the subject it. It has been revealed from this
research that some comment clauses including the third-person pronoun it have undergone the process
of grammaticalization and subjectification.



(Comment Clause) Quirk et al. (1985: 1112-1118)
6
Kruisinga
(1932: 484-487)  Jespersen (1937: 82-83)

1991 Thompson and Mulac (1991) “ A quantitative perspective on the
grammaticalization of epistemic parentheticals in English.” I think

1996 Brinton Pragmatic Markers in English: Grammaticalization
and Discourse Functions. (Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.) 2000
2008 Brinton

The Comment Clause in English. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

21
2009 5
29 26 Comment Clause
Comment Clause 2010

International Conference on English Historical Linguistics

It

It that that
It
that
that

I think, I guess you know, you see
It
It

It It may be that maybe
It

is needless to say that needless to say
as it were that as it were
It

(Comment Clause)
I think,

I guess (you know, you see)

It that

that
It that

It
that It that



It+ that
It
that
18
It
that
It
may be

happen that

that
1500 1700
1700 1800
that
It that
It that It + be
that
It may be that It
may be, maybe
It may hap that, It may
It may hap, may happen
seem
it semeth that as it semeth me as
it seems that that
belike It is likely
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