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Creating goal-oriented multicultural, multiparty corpus using LEGO: Interaction
in English as a common language

Tanimura, Midori
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ELF(English as a lingua franca)

This study aims to explore how agreement is reached in cross-cultural
settings through analyzing conversations among ELF (English as a lingua franca) speakers striving to
accomplish tasks. Previous research has often overlooked behaviors like pointing, gestures and
intonation, peripheral to language. However, this study actively integrates these aspects to
comprehensively understand interactions through various channels, including language, audio, and
visual cues. By tackling such open-ended tasks collaboratively within groups, the study elucidates
the strategies used for creative problem-solving and agreement formation.
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1 F1: but he:’ s a criminal.
M1: he is not ah:=yeah.
M2: do we need a car?

2
3
4 F1: for[::
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F2: [FOR WHAT? [h h h h h [h h h hhhh ]
M2: [I don’ t know [hhh h ]
M1: [oh=yeah.
car:=to:=uh: transport- or [prisoneri
8 M2: [ah yeah [hhhh
9 F2: [hhhhhhh
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18 M2: They’re: (life/up saver)” ah:m, e:hm,
19 where’s the scalator? Scalator?

20 Fl: Scalator?

21 Ml: S,scala”-?

22 M2: Yeah, the scalator.

23 Fl: Clator?

24 M2: Tha,tha:::t climb one. Ah! this one.

25 [HH Isn’t it].

26 Fl: [ AHH H H H ]

27 M2: >Ah, ah, ah, ah,< sorry. Yah. This
28 way hahaha
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