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Embodiment as a means of speech-context grounding: EFL activity development and
conversation analysis using improvisational drama

Sannomiya, Haruko
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This study developed L2 activities based on the principles and techniques of
improvisational drama, and examined the process of participants’ interaction by means of

multimodal conversation analysis. The results revealed that in face-to-face communication, language
fulfils its meaning and function through forming close and complex relationships with bodily and
environmental resources. It was also pointed out that the harmony/discrepancy between linguistic
expression and bodily representation affects the naturalness/unnaturalness of language. As language
is a system of abstract symbols, language learning without embodiment runs the risk of unnatural
utterances, which deviate from the things they represent or the physical environments where they are
embedded. Embodiment is a central factor contributing to authenticity of interactions.
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