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Formulation and evaluation of developmental indicators for high school students®
English speaking ability based on longitudinal data
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Items reported as significant predictors of speaking assessment included the

total number of words in an utterance, relative frequency of prepositions, nouns, articles,
coordinating conjunctions, present-tense verbs, past-tense verbs, emphatic expressions, adverbs, and
first-person pronouns. Vocabulary diversity, especially the number of different words, is also an
important predictor of speaking development. Vocabulary sophistication did not show a strong
relationship with the length of language learning, indicating that at the senior high school level,
English-speaking ability is influenced more by the use of different words than by the use of complex
vocabulary. These findings provide new insights into the identification of language items in the
development of speaking ability and their relationship to the length of language learning.
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