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Interview data collected from 13 high school students returning from

English-speaking countries were analyzed using an interpretive phenomenological analysis method
after quantitative lexical analysis. The results revealed that the students who returned to Japan
after spending their childhood in English-speaking countries experienced some bullying and neglect
in the process of re-settling down into the Japanese society and school life in Japan, but by
attending foreign language retention classes and mixing with peers who had similar experiences, they
were able to identify themselves as belonging to a unique culture that was neither English-speaking
nor Japanese culture. In other words, it turned out that they identity themeselves as third culture
kids. The results revealed that even in a world where globalization is advancing at such a rapid
pace, the situation has not changed much from what returnees faced 40 years ago when they returned
to their home countries.
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