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Material culture research on East Asian court crafts on the basis of a relative
cultural history perspective
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The Chinese court, which was the centre of the East Asian cultural sphere,
maintained a Confucian order and embodied its ideals through a system of rituals. The ritual system
is closely related to material culture as it refers to standards of form and design for
architecture, utensils and clothing according to status. The ritual system then spread to courts
throughout East Asia, where it became a universal norm that transcended time and space, forming the
outer court, the official space of the state. On the other hand, the inner court, the private space
of the sovereign, was formed by crafts reflecting the climate and lifestyles and customs of each
region and ethnic background. Therefore, it has been confirmed that the court crafts of the outer
court represent the common standards of East Asia, while the court crafts of the inner court
represent the underlying culture of each region and ethnic group, making them appropriate materials
for examining each court in relative terms.
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