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This stud% attempts to empirically clarify the historical changes in the
Tohoku region, which was one of the iron production centers in the early modern period, especially
the Sendai clan, using iron, forests, and sediment as keywords to link the region through the
natural linkage of watersheds. We attempted to examine new perspectives and methods of regional
history research, while keeping in mind the perspectives of watershed history and environmental
history. In this region, increased iron production was promoted since the late 18th century, linked
to climate change, and this brought environmental changes to the watershed, such as sediment
discharge into rivers and reduction of forest resources, and also affected local society and
policies.
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