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This study clarifies the role of populism in the formation of the
foundations of U.S. political culture by regarding the "rebellions™ that occurred from the late 18th
century to the early 19th century as populist movements based on the theory of popular sovereignty

that the people developed, and by reconsidering the logic and process of these movements.

In particular, by analyzing the "rebellions™ that occurred in Massachusetts and Pennsylvania
during the founding period and in Rhode Island in the early 1840s, this study shows that the theory
of popular sovereignty that recognized the rights of people to alter or abolish government had
become heretical over time, and that populist movements based on this theory had also been viewed as

dangerous.
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