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Aristocratic networks in the border area of the Anglo-Norman realm
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This research has focused on two points related to the family of the earls
of Chester: Robert of Rhuddlan, a tenant of Earl Hugh, and the network connecting the Welsh March
and Brittany-Normandy borders under Ranulf I1. Robert of Rhuddlan had been involved with the English

court before the Norman Conquest, and after the Conquest he was active in the Welsh border while
also maintaining relationships with his country of origin, Normandy. Ranulf 11, who has usually been
focused on his activity under the Anarchy in England, not only intervened in political activities
in Wales, but also built long-term relationships through marriage ties and religious gifts to
monasteries. Furthermore, among those who gathered at Ranulf I1%s court was William FitzAlan, who
was based on the Welsh March, originally from Brittany-Normandy frontier area, where also the
Goz-earls of Chester family was based on, thus indicating the existence of a personal network
between the Welsh and Brittany border areas.
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