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Review of the historical change of a name of biological taxon for establishing a
cross-sectoral rules of nomenclature of the standard Japanese name
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The roots of the standard Japanese names, can be traced back to the Heian
period, when Japanese names were given to Chinese medical organisms during the Tang dynasty. It was
based on "honzo-gaku" brought from China in the early Edo period, Japan®s own honzo-gaku and "
bussan-gaku™ derived from 1t, as well as natural history-based writing activities, developed
greatly, many Japanese names were given to various organisms. Meanwhile, Dutch studies introduced
from the West in the mid-Edo period facilitated the understanding of biological taxonomic concepts
and formed the basis for the creation of the Japanese name of the higher taxon such as genus,
family, order and class. With the Meiji Restoration and the promulgation of the school system in
Japan, the compilation of textbooks began in earnest and the need to unify the Japanese names that
had been disorganised at the end of the Edo period became a necessity. Here we can see the germ of

the concept of standard Japanese names.
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