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A study on regional structure based on strategies for sustaining and developing
agriculture in Japan
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In order to consider the possibility of the survival and development of
agriculture in Japan, we attempted to establish a new agricultural regionalization by reviewing the
existing research, carrying out new field surveys and statistical analysis. Since it is difficult to

indicate the survival and development of agriculture as a single category, we used three dimensions
for agricultural regionalization: agriculture as an industry (highly profitable agriculture),
agriculture as part of the local economy (combined with other industries), and agriculture to
maintain the environment and local communities. We could identify a new regional structure of
agriculture in Japan with four patterns that reflect on natural conditions, historical development
process, accessibility to large cities, and a combination of the three. These regional
characteristics should be taken into account in order to establish effective strategies for
sustainable development of agriculture in Japan.
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