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In this research, we_ethnographically examined the reconstruction of local
communities through "community-building® projects in contemporary South Korea, and attempted to
reexamine sociological and anthropological theories of community based on the research results. In
the process of community building, various communities or communalities are conceived, imagined, and

practiced through the interaction of highly heterogeneous and diverse actors, including not only
local residents but also government agents, intermediary support organizations and local activists.
In this process, locality in terms of social network as well as subjectivity is being produced in
the ways which are different from those of the early modern local society. As a theoretical
framework for understanding this phenomenon, we have proposed "community as potentiality”.
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