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Transnational immobile labor migrants confined on longline tuna fishing boats
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This research significantly advances the field of maritime anthropology and labor migration studies

by providing a detailed ethnographic account of the experiences of transnational labor migrants in
the longline tuna fishing industry.

Conducted four-week observational and interview periods at sea.Completed
archival research and interviews with informants related to the fishing industry. Established the
connection between working in international waters and relationships on the boat.Conducted an
in-depth examination of maritime laws and their implications for labor migrants. Published an
article in the Japanese Review of Cultural Anthropology. Prepared a paper summarizing the findings
from interviews. Detailed observations and interviews provided a nuanced understanding of the
industry dynamics.
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This study examined the longline tuna fishing industry, focusing on transnational
immobile labor migrants working on boats based in Hawaii. The research utilized an
ethnographic approach, incorporating the principal investigator's extensive
experience as a part-time fisherman, to gather rich and compelling data. Through
observations and oral interviews conducted during four-week periods at sea,
supplemented by interviews conducted in Mexico and via Zoom and telephone, the
study provided valuable insights into the challenges faced by these workers. The
project progressed at a faster pace than expected, with archival research and
interviews completed in the first two years. In the third year, a paper summarizing
the data was prepared for publication. Additionally, the principal investigator made
contact with several professors at the University of Hawaii, enhancing academic
collaboration. The research included interviews with 32 international labor migrants
from the Philippines and Indonesia, 15 longline tuna boat captains, and informants
from the Hawaii fishing community who provided support to the migrants. These
diverse perspectives contributed to a comprehensive understanding of the industry's
dynamics. By investigating the intricate network of factors compelling individuals
to persist in such demanding and perilous work, the study abstained from making
presumptive assessments of worker motivations, instead focusing on the complex
local and transnational factors influencing these decisions. The research also
contributed to the discourse on patron-client theory, revealing how globalization
influences clientelism in this context. The findings have laid a solid foundation for
future publications and presentations, contributing to the understanding of human
rights abuses and labor relations in the fishing industry. Additionally, this
ethnographic inquiry addresses the persistent involvement of international migrant
workers aboard longline tuna fishing vessels in the Pacific Ocean, emphasizing the
roles of socio-historical factors and cultural backgrounds in shaping labor relations
within Hawaii's current longline tuna fishing industry.

(1D)Key Flndlngs
Established the connection between working in international waters
and relationships on the boat.

e Conducted an in-depth examination of maritime laws and their
implications for labor migrants.

e Explored the intricate network of factors compelling individuals to
persist in demanding and perilous work, avoiding presumptive
assessments of worker motivations.

o Contributed to the discourse on patron-client theory by investigating a
globalized and deterritorialized form of clientelism, highlighting the
roles of socio-historical factors, cultural backgrounds, and incidental
factors such as boat size, equipment, and the captain's role in fostering
a conducive atmosphere.

e Emphasized the significance of shared language in fostering
camaraderie among multinational crews and the roles of reciprocity
and trust in the patron-client relationship both at sea and on land in
Honolulu Port.

(2)Publication and Dissemination:

e Prepared a paper summarizing the findings from interviews.

e Planned further publications and presentations to disseminate
research findings.

(3)Ethnograph|c Insights:
The principal investigator's experience as a part-time fisherman
enriched the ethnographic data.

e Detailed observations and interviews provided a nuanced
understanding of the industry dynamics.



Fieldwork and Data Collection:

o Conducted four-week observational and interview periods at sea.
Completed archival research and interviews with informants related to
the fishing industry.

Utilized Zoom and telephone interviews to gather additional data.
Engaged in discussions and established contacts with several
professors at the University of Hawaii.

e Conducted interviews with 32 international labor migrants from the
Philippines and Indonesia, 15 longline tuna boat captains, and
informants from the Hawaii fishing community who provided support
to the migrants.

This research significantly advances the field of maritime anthropology and labor
migration studies by providing a detailed ethnographic account of the experiences of
transnational labor migrants in the longline tuna fishing industry. The study
contributes to the academic discourse on human rights abuses, labor relations, and
the socio-legal framework governing international waters. By documenting the lived
experiences of labor migrants and the complex patron-client relationships between
captains and crewmembers, the research offers valuable insights into the socio-
economic and legal challenges within the fishing industry. The findings have the
potential to inform policy and legal reforms aimed at protecting labor migrants in
maritime contexts. The collaboration with professors at the University of Hawaii and
interviews with informants from the Hawaii fishing community who support the
migrants further enriched the academic rigor and depth of the research, fostering a
multidisciplinary approach to the study. By focusing on the intricate network of
factors compelling individuals to persist in this demanding and perilous vocation,
the study provides a comprehensive understanding of the local and transnational
influences on worker decisions. Additionally, the research contributes to the
discourse on patron-client theory by investigating a globalized form of clientelism
and the roles of socio-historical and cultural factors in shaping labor relations. This
ethnographic inquiry addresses the persistent involvement of international migrant
workers aboard longline tuna fishing vessels in the Pacific Ocean, emphasizing the
roles of socio-historical factors and cultural backgrounds in shaping labor relations
within Hawaii's current longline tuna fishing industry.

The social significance of this research lies in its potential to raise awareness of the
severe human rights abuses faced by transnational labor migrants in the fishing
industry. By shedding light on the maltreatment and harsh conditions these workers
endure, the study aims to provoke action from policymakers, advocacy groups, and
the public. The research underscores the urgent need for comprehensive legal
protections and improved working conditions for labor migrants. Additionally, the
study's findings can inform advocacy efforts to promote social justice and equity for
marginalized and vulnerable populations in the maritime sector. Through its
detailed documentation and dissemination, including interviews with 32
international labor migrants from the Philippines and Indonesia, 15 longline tuna
boat captains, and informants from the Hawaii fishing community, the research
seeks to contribute to the broader movement for human rights and labor rights in
the global fishing industry. By focusing on the complex factors influencing worker
decisions and exploring the patron-client relationship within a globalized context,
the study provides valuable insights that challenge simplistic narratives and
highlight the nuanced realities faced by these labor migrants. This anthropological
lens applied to the examination of informal labor relations yields a deeper
understanding of the intricate, individual dynamics at play within such industries.






