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Smart media narcissism and newly emerging concept of solitude: an ethnographic
approach

Ikeda, Mitsuho
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In order to (1) examine the current dynamics of real and virtual social
networks among young digital natives using smartphones, and (2) answer the question of whether the
growth of virtual communication has led to narcissism and a "new type of loneliness" among users, we

used ethnographic and other methods to investigate the characteristics of universal commonalities
and cultural diversities. The results revealed that the subjective sense that the total amount of
real communication in terms of mutual exchange of information is also increasing, even among people
today who are dependent on social networking services, is ultimately putting a stop to tend to the
narcissism and sense of loneliness and/or isolation of users.
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