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Productivity gap and competition

Nakagawa, Akihiko

3,300,000

I have shown that the Antimonopoly Law in Japan has benefitted our society
at large by protecting the efforts by farmers and SMEs to improve their productivity. However, I
have also shown that more sellers does not mean that they have incentives to improve their
productivity. In other words, prohibiting cartels does not automatically stimulate sellers”
productivity. To understand the relationship between productivity and competition, we should dive
into each specific industry, from upstream to downstream firms, and analyze heterogeneity between
competitors in depth.
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