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The main findings of this study are twofold. Firstly, through analyzing the
debate surrounding the use of recorded evidence in interrogations and the direct principle in
Germany leading up to the enactment of the Effective and Practical Criminal Procedure Law in 2017,
we concluded that the reason the law established recording obligations for interrogations of
suspects and defendants and allowed for their use as substantive evidence by judges under the same
requirements as interrogation transcripts cannot be solely attributed to the high quality of
recorded evidence in terms of completeness and accuracy. Secondly, we were able to clarify that Dale

A. Nance"s best evidence princile, as a modification principle of the adversarial system, has the
potential to influence specific discussions regarding the presentation of evidence.
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