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Japanese courts take the concept of co-ownership of inheritance very
narrowly, thereby excluding important inheritances such as divisible claims and debts from
inheritance procedures. The decision of the Japanese Supreme Court on December 19, 2016 changed the
precedent, approving that the inheritance procedures cover the succession of bank deposits, but as
an exception. However, this decision by the Supreme Court is inherently problematic, because it
maintains the highly limited concept of co-ownership of inheritance, and it fails to provide a
persuasive reason for its exceptional treatment of deposit claims. Analyzing the above problems,
this study presents issues to be addressed on this topic from a fundamental point of view.
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